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B ernie Sanders still 
has at least a math-
ematical chance to 

overtake Joe Biden in the 
race for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.

But to pull that off, 
Sanders probably needs to 
make dramatic changes to 
a campaign that ran into 
a brick wall on March 3, 
when he lost 10 of 14 states 
and the lead in delegates. 
He’ll get a chance today 
when six more states vote.

Super Tuesday exposed 
Sanders’ biggest prob-
lem, especially now 
that he’s in a two-man 
race: He has failed to 
expand his support much 
beyond the progres-
sives he came with.

The Vermont senator 
says he leads a “multi-
generational, multiracial 
movement” and argues 
that he is the strongest 
candidate Democrats can 
field to beat President 
Donald Trump in Novem-
ber. But last week’s 
results knocked a gaping 
hole in that argument.

His claim that he could 
mobilize an army of new, 
young voters imploded. 
While he drew the most 
voters under 30, they did 
not turn out in the num-
bers he needed. In six of 
the 12 states that have 
held primaries, turnout 
among young voters actu-
ally declined from 2012.

Sanders concedes that 
he hasn’t found a rem-
edy. “I will be honest 
with you, we have not 
done as well with bring-
ing young people into the 
process,” he said after 
the vote. “It is not easy.”

As for Sanders’ claims 
of a multiracial coalition, 
he drew strong support 
from Latinos in Colorado 
and California, both of 
which he won, but not 
enough in Texas, which he 
lost. African Americans 
overwhelmingly backed 
Biden in state after state.

Sanders has long vowed 
to build a mass move-
ment that will launch a 
“political revolution.” So 
far, his movement isn’t 
big enough to ensure him 
the nomination, let alone 
the drastic changes in the 
U.S. economy and social 
structure that he seeks.

That’s because what 
makes Sanders success-
ful as an insurgent leader 
makes it hard — maybe 
impossible — for him to 
build a majority among 
Democrats. He’s fiery, 
blunt and uncompro-
mising. He almost never 

changes his mind and 
rarely softens his posi-
tions. He still gives the 
same speeches, more or 
less, that he gave more 
than 30 years ago as 
mayor of Burlington, Vt.

That makes his die-hard 
progressive support-
ers love him. But it gets 
in the way of bringing 
in liberal and centrist 
Democrats who may 
admire his goals but aren’t 
ready for a revolution.

Take the highest-
profile policy argument 
in the Democratic race, 
the debate over how to 
achieve universal health 
care. Sanders has pro-
posed “Medicare for All,” 
a federally run health 
insurance plan that would 
be more generous and cost 
more than similar sys-
tems in Canada or Brit-
ain — and would abolish 
private health insurance.

Most of his rivals 
endorsed the basic idea 
but looked for ways to 
soften its impact, from 
a long phase-in period 
to opt-outs for people 
who want to keep their 
private insurance.

Or take tax increases 
on the wealthy. Sanders 
would set the top indi-
vidual income tax rate at 
52%, while Biden pro-
poses a 39.6% top rate.

More important to 
most voters, Sanders 
wants to raise taxes on 
middle-class Americans 
to pay for Medicare for 
All, but he won’t say 
how much — beyond 
claiming most families 
won’t be worse off.

He often sounds like 
the leader of a sectarian 
rebellion, not a consensus 
candidate who could unify 
a diverse political party.

When Sanders appeared 
on MSNBC last week, 
Rachel Maddow asked a 
blunt question: Why does 
your campaign appear to 
be failing? He didn’t give 
a direct answer. Instead, 
he retreated into his 
identity as an outsider, 
as the leader of a revo-
lutionary movement.

“We’re trying to trans-
form this country, not 
win an election, not just 
beat Trump,” he said. 
“The real question is: 
How (have) we come this 
far, taking on the cor-
porate establishment?

“We’re doing quite 
well within our con-
text,” he said.

If that means his 
lifelong quest to push 
the Democratic Party 
to the left, he’s suc-
ceeded. But it’s no way 
to win the nomination.

Doyle McManus is a 
columnist with the Los 
Angeles Times. Reach 
him at doyle.mcma-
nus@latimes.com.

What’s going wrong
with the progress of
Bernie’s revolution?

Doyle McManus

T his year marks a 
century since the 
League of Women 

Voters (LWV) was founded 
and embarked on the mis-
sion of “empowering voters, 
defending democracy.”

Founded the same year 
that women were constitu-
tionally given the right to 
vote through the passage of 
the 19th Amendment, the 
league has been a nonpar-
tisan, activist, grassroots 
organization that believes 
voters should play a critical 
role in democracy. League 
members are passionate 
activists who support our 
work in all 50 states and in 
more than 750 communi-
ties. The LWV of Henderson 
County is an active chapter 
of the national organization.

LWV envisions a democ-
racy where every person 
has the desire, the right, the 
knowledge and the confi-
dence to participate. LWV is 
fully committed to diversity, 
equity and inclusion in prin-
ciple and in practice, which is 
central to the organization’s 
current and future success 
in engaging all individuals, 
households, communities 
and policymakers in creating 
a more perfect democracy.

And while LWV “believes 
in the power of women 
to create a more perfect 
democracy,” there are no 
barriers to full participation 
with the league on the basis 
of gender, gender identity, 
ethnicity, race, native or 
indigenous origin, age, gen-
eration, sexual orientation, 
culture, religion, belief sys-
tem, marital status, parental 
status, socioeconomic sta-
tus, language, accent, ability 
status, mental health, edu-
cational level or background, 
geography, nationality, work 
style, work experience, job 
role function, thinking style, 

personality type, physical 
appearance, political per-
spective or affiliation and/or 
any other characteristic that 
can be identified as recogniz-
ing or illustrating diversity. 
The league welcomes mem-
bers from all walks of life.

We are all equal at the bal-
lot box, but only if we vote. 
Nationally, the league engages 
millions of voters every year 
ensuring Americans have 
the information they need 
to participate in elections 
that determine our future.

About your local league:
The League of Women 

Voters of Henderson County 
(LWVHC) was founded 
Nov. 12, 1963, and has been 
a strong influence in voter 
education and advocacy 
ever since. Many needs and 
issues have been addressed 
and many collaborative, 
effective solutions have been 
put into place in the ensuing 
45 years in our community 
and county, driven by the 
influence of the league.

The many local efforts 
your league has been 
involved in include:

· Publishing the first Local 
Government Handbook.

· Participating in land 
use, solid waste and 
land use environmen-
tal impact studies.

· Offering forums on 
county planning, court-
house and jail conditions.

· Advocating for child 
care, affordable hous-
ing, juvenile justice, ERA, 
immigration, Diver-
sity, Equity & Inclusion 
(DEI), civil discourse and 
redistricting reform.

· Conducting voter reg-
istration at high schools, 
Blue Ridge Community 
College and commu-
nity events (and created 
the “Students Voting for 
Democracy” program for 
local elementary students).

· Holding candidate 
forums or “meet and greets” 
for all candidates to meet 
and inform voters for each 
November election.

Throughout the year, 
LWVHC members observe 
governmental bodies to learn, 

watch the process of deci-
sion-making, and keep other 
league members informed. 
Our observers are present at 
the meetings of a number of 
boards across the county.

After in-depth research, 
study and consensus deci-
sion-making, the league 
takes positions on issues 
of interest to the public 
and then sponsors forums, 
programs and opportunities 
for all community mem-
bers to become informed.

Three local nonprofits that 
were created based on such 
studies and input include the 
Land of Sky Regional Coun-
cil, the Dispute Settlement 
Center (now the Mediation 
Center) and the Carolina 
Mountain Land Conservancy
(now Conserving Carolina). 
Many league members serve 
and volunteer with many of 
our community nonprofits.

To offer comprehen-
sive voter information for 
the recent primary, the 
LWV online voter guide, 
VOTE411.org, includes can-
didate positions on issues 
for federal, state and local 
races. On this site, you can 
check your voter registra-
tion and find your polling 
place, ballot information 
and more. The site will be 
updated for the national 
election in November.

Upcoming free pub-
lic programs:

· March 19, 11:30 a.m., 
Sunshine Week Lunch 
and Learn Program 
(BYOL), Agudas Israel 
Synagogue, 505 Glasgow 
Lane, Hendersonville.

· March 25, 4 p.m., 2020 
Census, Kaplan Auditorium, 
Henderson County Public 
Library, 301 N. Washing-
ton St., Hendersonville.

Kate Stockman is a League 
of Women Voters member 
with a passion for building 
a stronger community. This 
monthly column is designed 
to introduce your local 
LWV to the community. To 
learn more about LWVHC, 
please visit www.lwvhcnc.
org and www.facebook.com/
LWVHendersonCountyNC/.

LWV: We’re all equal at the ballot box

Kate Stockman

On Feb. 29, U.S. and 
Taliban envoys 
signed an agree-

ment. Only time will tell if 
it’s actually a peace deal.

There’s uncertainty 
because America’s accord 
with the violent group 
seemed mostly focused not 
on bringing peace but on the 
shared American and Taliban 
objective of withdrawing U.S. 
troops. Just five days after the 
deal, the Taliban had carried 
out at least 76 attacks span-
ning 24 provinces, sparking 
a retaliatory U.S. airstrike. 
The “reduction-in-violence 

period is over,” a Tali-
ban spokesman said.

“This is going to be a long, 
windy, bumpy road,” Defense 
Secretary Mark T. Esper said. 
He was referring to the accord, 
but could have been referenc-
ing a generation of warfare 
that’s seen about 800,000 U.S. 
troops serve in Afghanistan.

The initial mission was to 
topple the Taliban, which shel-
tered al-Qaida as it planned its 
9/11 attack. But over time that 
clarity of purpose clouded so 
completely that even Penta-
gon officials had a hard time 
identifying the mission.

Tragically, corrup-
tion has flourished and 
Afghan military prepara-
tion has languished despite 
extraordinary U.S. efforts.

After Richard Nixon agreed 
to a peace deal, North Viet-
nam accomplished its mission 
of overrunning Saigon and 
the rest of South Vietnam. 
For Afghans’ sake, and for the 
sake of all allied forces who 
fought so valiantly and some-
times died during America’s 
longest war, we hope this 
outcome is different.

The Minneapolis Star Tribune
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A deal, but no peace yet, in Afghanistan


